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What are residential ties? 
 

Residential ties include: 
- a Canadian driver's license  
- a Canadian bank account or credit cards  
- health insurance with a Canadian province or territory  
- a home in Canada 
- personal property in Canada, such as a car or furniture 
- social ties in Canada 
NO significant residential ties if you: 
- return to your home country on a periodic basis or for a significant amount of time in the 
calendar year; or  
- remove yourself to another country when not attending university in Canada 

 

You must know your status in order to know which tax form to use and for which 
deductions and benefits you are eligible. If you are not sure whether you are a resident of 
Canada for income tax purposes, complete the form NR74, Determination of Residency Status 

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/nr74/README.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tp/it221r3-consolid/it221r3-consolid-e.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/nnrsdnts/ndvdls/stdnts-eng.html
http://students.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/students/isap/Advising%20Handouts/Applying%20for%20a%20Social%20Insurance%20Number%20(SIN).pdf
http://students.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/students/isap/Advising%20Handouts/Applying%20for%20a%20Social%20Insurance%20Number%20(SIN).pdf
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tax/nonresidents/individuals/E/pbg/tf/t1261/README.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1261/README.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1261/README.html
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 INFORMATION SLIPS 
You will receive a number of documents used to calculate tax by the end of February. Keep these 
– you will need them to file your taxes. 

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/
https://myinfo.sfu.ca/
https://myinfo.sfu.ca/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tg/p105/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tg/t4055/README.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tg/t4114/README.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t1-m/README.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/formspubs/t1gnrl/llyrs-eng.html
http://students.sfu.ca/fees/T2202A.html
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6.  Is help available?   
 
Yes! The following are resources available to assist you: 

• SFU ISS will be hosting a speaker to do hands-on workshops for all international 
students on how to file taxes. Learn how the Canadian tax system applies to you. Obtain 
information about your tax return, residency for tax purposes, GST/HST credit, and more. 
If you are a newcomer to Canada or have never filed your own taxes, these workshops are 
highly recommended.  

 

Canada-US tax workshop (for US citizens) 
Tuesday, March 5, 2013, 2:30-4:00pm 
MBC 2290, SFU Burnaby campus 
 
Canadian income tax filing workshop for international students 
Friday, March 8, 2013 
10:30-11:20am OR 1:30-2:20pm 
MBC 2290, SFU Burnaby campus 
 

More information about these workshops is available on our workshops page 
(http://students.sfu.ca/isap/current/workshops.html). 
 

• The SFU Accounting Student Association (ASA) offers free income tax filing assistance 
to eligible students by CRA trained volunteers (register by February 28 for an 
appointment to take place between March 8 and April 8). Visit the ASA website at 
http://www.sfuasa.com/asatax2013/ to find out if you are eligible and how to register. 
Note: Register early as this popular service often fills up fast!  

 

• Call the International Tax Services Office at: 1.855.284.5942 
8:15am to 5:00pm from Monday to Friday (local time) 
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/cntct/international-eng.html 
 

• There are other volunteer tax preparation services in the city.  To find the one  
closest to you, visit: http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/ndvdls/vlntr/clncs/bc-eng.html.  You may 
also choose to seek tax filing assistance from paid professionals, such as H&R Block or 
other accounting firms. 
 

Please note: SFU International Student Advisors are not traine

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/
http://students.sfu.ca/isap/current/workshops.html
http://www.sfuasa.com/asatax2013/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/cntct/international-eng.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/ndvdls/vlntr/clncs/bc-eng.html

